Effects of yohimbine as a reversing agent for ketamine-xylazine anesthesia in budgerigars.
Fourteen adult budgerigars (Melopsittacus undulatus) were anesthetized with a combination of ketamine hydrochloride (40 mg/kg) and xylazine hydrochloride (10 mg/kg) intramuscularly. Forty-five minutes after ketamine-xylazine injection, one of four yohimbine hydrochloride doses (0.0, 0.11, 0.275, or 0.44 mg/kg, IM) was administered in a 0.7% saline vehicle. Latencies were recorded in minutes from yohimbine injection until subjects' behavior indicated three different points of recovery: 1) lifting the head, 2) standing unaided without ataxia, and 3) perching. Means for all three recovery point latencies were significantly reduced by 0.275 mg/kg of yohimbine compared with saline vehicle alone. Mean latencies among treatment groups for each of the three recovery points were not significantly different, other than control versus treated groups. Based on these results, we recommend a yohimbine dose of 0.275 mg/kg as an effective reversing agent for ketamine-xylazine anesthesia in budgerigars.